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NOX Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs

Puppy Application/Questionnaire
Please take a moment of your time to answer the following questions in as much detail as you would like.  Feel free to respond via email (neellocyarrum@aol.com) or on this form.  If a question does not apply to you, indicate with N/A (not applicable).  If you feel you would be offended by a plethora of questions (much like qualifying for a mortgage on a home), please disregard this application and find a different breeder.  

List all the pets you have owned in the past ten years.

	Type/Breed
	Sex

M/F
	Age
	Neutered
	Is this pet still with you?

If deceased give age & cause

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


What concerns do you have about integrating a new puppy with any existing pets in your home?

What do you think the difference between a show quality and pet quality puppy is?

List all the human family members with whom this new puppy will live:

	Name
	Age

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


What type of home do you live in (circle one)?

Single family  home (< 2000  sq. ft of living space)

Single family home (>2000 sq. ft. of living space)

Town home (<2000 sq. ft. of living space)

Town home (>2000 sq. ft. of living space)

Apartment/Condominium

Duplex

Other (please be specific)

Do you own or rent your home? (If you rent, do you have your landlord’s permission to own a large breed dog?)

What is the acreage of the lot you live on?

Do you have a fenced in yard?



What type of fence?



Height of fence? 

Where will this new puppy primarily be living?  

_____inside dog living with the family; 

_____inside dog, but not sharing the same living space as family members (i.e. ….lives in the basement or garage); 

_____outside dog a majority of the time; 

_____outside dog all of the time (i.e….the dog will be outside, no exceptions)

What dog training books/literature, videos, seminars or workshops have you participated in and/or read?

Have you ever had to return a dog or take a dog to a shelter?  If so, explain the circumstances.

Have you ever seen a Swissy in person?  If so, where and when?  

Why do you wish to own a dog that will be 100-140 pounds at full grown weight; and 23”-28” at full grown height?

How did you come to learn about Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs?  What is the primary reason you feel a Greater Swiss Mountain Dog would be the most suitable pet to incorporate into your family? 

Have you been working with other Swissy breeders?  Are you on a waiting list for another litter at this moment in time?  (I personally do not have a problem with this and encourage you to keep your options open.  I also encourage you to ask other breeders about me and my Swissies.  I have nothing to hide and pride myself in being a pretty open and honest person.  I just ask that you be up front with me and any other breeder’s you are working with so that a puppy isn’t saved for you that you don’t plan on purchasing.)

What experiences have you had with large breed dogs? (Dogs over 50 lbs.)  Please describe in detail.  

Do any members of your family have allergies to animals?

Have you ever formally trained a dog in puppy kindergarten; basic dog obedience; agility; tracking; herding; conformation handling; etc…?  If so, please elaborate and detail what methods of training were used (i.e…prong collars, choke collars, clicker, treats, etc…)

List any training facilities near you that have puppy kindergarten and basic dog obedience classes that you would consider attending?  Please provide name of organization and contact phone numbers. 

What experience have you had housetraining a puppy?  Do you understand that a new puppy will come to you without being housebroken?   How long do you think it will take you to potty train your puppy to be reliable, where they can be trusted to be left alone for up to 6 or 8 hours?

What are your plans for the first 2-3 months of owning your puppy to be sure they are able to relieve themselves frequently throughout the day (as a general rule, puppies have a capacity to hold their bladders one hour longer than their age in months)?

What are your thoughts/experiences with crate training?

Describe how you would discipline/handle a puppy that gets into any of the following mischievious things:

~Soils in the home (defecate or urinate)

~gets into the trash cans

~nips and bites at your hands in a playful way (mouthy)

~chews up valuable things (shoes, purses, stuffed animals, remote controls, electric cords, etc…)

~runs after young children and pins them down thinking they are playmates

~jumping up on family, friends, and guests when they are visiting

~begs for food while you are eating your family meals

~pulls, pulls, and pulls while out on walks

~throws up on your favorite carpet or bedspread

Where will your puppy sleep at night (in a crate, in the bed, in a doggy bed, in the garage, in a dog house)?

If you have children, how accustomed to dogs are they (specifically large dogs)?  

If you don’t have children, do you plan on having any children within the next 12 -24 months?

How many hours (approximately) will the dog be left alone during the work day?  Where will the dog be confined during this time?

In the house___    outdoors___    in a crate___     in a kennel run___  

in the garage___    in the basement___    tied out to a tree or secure post___

Have you ever tethered a dog outside at any time with a chain, rope, or pulley of some kind?

If so, please explain in detail

If you go away on vacation or away for the weekend, who will care for the dog?

If you move (or are relocated), can or will you take this dog with you?

Do you plan to show or breed this dog?

Do you plan to do obedience, agility, tracking, herding, therapy, back packing, hiking, or carting work with your Swissy?

How much do you anticipate it will cost you to feed, vaccinate, license, and care for this animal each month or total expense for a year?

Are you willing to be a member of the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America (~$30 a year for a family membership)?  

Are you willing to contact and join a regional Swiss Mountain Dog Club in your area to participate in Swiss Mountain Dog events or just to have as a contact near you for questions/concerns, or dogs to get together with?

Are you willing to feed your Swissy a premium dog food that your breeder recommends ($25-$35 for a 40 lb. bag) even if it costs more money?  An adult Swissy will eat ~ 40 lbs a month. 

Are you willing to take responsibility for this dog for the next 10-12 years?  

Would you agree to take radiographs of this dog's hips and elbows when he/she reaches 24 months of age?  (The cost is approximately $250-$300)

Would you agree not to breed this dog until it’s hips, elbows, and shoulders were radiographed and approved for certification by the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA); and eyes certified by the Canine Eye Registry Foundation (CERF)?

Would you be willing to fill out a brief annual health questionnaire on your dog for your breeder’s records?

Would you be willing to consider health insurance for your Swissy?  If you’ve never had health insurance on a pet before, I strongly recommend you consider researching the different vendors that provide health insurance to canines.

Would you agree to send photographs at least once a year of this dog for your breeder’s records?

Would you be willing to contact your breeder for any question/concern/problem that you may have with your dog for the lifetime of the dog?

Would you agree to contact your breeder at the onset of any health problem or concern that involves this dog (limping, temperament concerns, bloat, skin problems, etc…)?

What will you do if your find out your dog has a serious health condition such as hip dysplasia, OCD of the shoulders,  elbow dysplasia, cataracts, bloat, splenic torsion, epilepsy, etc…………..?

Would you agree to return this dog to Colleen Murray Robson/(NOX GSMD) if for any reason you could not keep the dog?

Describe your reasons, if any, for wanting to purchase a puppy from me.  

Give name, address, and phone number of your veterinarian.  Is this vet experienced with large/giant breed dogs? (This is important!)

Do you want a male or female puppy?  Show prospect or pet companion puppy?

Thank you for taking the time to complete this lengthy application for a Greater Swiss Mountain Dog puppy.  Please sign your name below along with the date you completed this application.  I will let you know as soon as possible about any upcoming litters.

Signature of person/s who filled out this application:

Date application was completed;____________________________________________

Please return to: Colleen Murray Robson


8589 Old Stillhouse Road


Rixeyville, VA 22737


(Email: Neellocyarrum@aol.com OR  mailto:CRobson@fcps.edu )

ALSO—and this is important! Please leave me your contact information if you’d like to be added to our waiting list.

Name: 

Permanent Address:

Best Phone Number:

Email Address:

Thanks!

Colleen Robson
Colleen Murray Robson    Nox GSMD    8589 Old Stillhouse Road    Rixeyville, VA 22737 

540/937-3061                              
www.noxgsmd.com                              Neellocyarrum@aol.com
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